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ADVISORY EDITORIAL BOARD AND OPREE EDITORIAL POLICY 
The int roduc t ion o f  the Adv i s ory Ed i t o r i a l  Board i s  a s ign o f  
growth o f  OPREE. 
Among the unwri tten editorial guidelines which I have fol lowed 
from the inception of the publication of OPREE were : 
- keep it  s imple and unpretentious , 
- create only as  many editorial steps as  necessary for.efficacy , .  
- "don ' t  fix i t  i f  i t  ain ' t  broke , "  and 
- be a wise steward of financial resources . 
W e  have now g rown t o  a s t age where the  c r e a t i on o f  an Adv i s ory 
Edi torial Board to  assist  the editor and associate editor will  enhance 
the  qua l i ty o f  t h i s  pub l i c a t i on. The l e t t e r  t o  the  ind ividua l s  who 
were approached to become members of this board informed them that the 
main purpose of the board is to be an ins trument for the improvement 
o f  OPREE. From t im e  to t im e  s om e  of them w o u l d  be asked  to h e l p  in 
eva l uat ing a manu s c r i p t  subm i t t ed for pub l ication. They themselves 
would hopefully contribute some  m a t e r i a l  for  pub l i c a t i on and would 
help in  the search for new contributors or point to  exis t ing or poten­
t ia l  sources of relevant mater i a l. The i r  sugg e s t ions  and c r i t i c i s m  
regarding OPREE w ou l d  be  u s e fu l  i n  m aking  OPREE a m o r e  exc e l l en t  
source of  reliable  informat ion on religious l ife i n  the Soviet Union 
and Eas tern Europe. 
Fifteen prominent scholars have already accepted the invi tation 
t o  s e rv e  on t h i s b o a rd. The ir  nam e s  are  p r i n t e d  on the  ins id e  fron t  
c over. Others  w i l l ,  undoub t e d l y ,  b e  added  t o  the board.  A t t en t ion 
was given to d iversity of the Board. What unites them is their com-
. mi tment to the careful study of the deve lopments to which this publi­
cat ion is  dedicated. They have been readers of  this journal and know 
its  editorial policy. This pol icy has been communicated previously in 
v a r i o u s  e d i t o r i a l s  and w a s  approved by the  Execut ive Comm i t t e e  o f  
CAREE. I t  i s  reproduced here i n  full  for the benefit of our readers. 
Oc c a s i on a l  Papers on Re l igion in  E a s t e rn Europe ( OP REE)  is  a 
pub l i c a t ion o f  Chri s t ians  A s s o c i a t ed for Relat ionships with Eastern 
Europe (CAREE ) ,  an e cumen i c a l  a s s o c i a t ion r e l a t e d  t o  the  Na t i onal  
Counc i l  of  Churches  of  Chr i s t  in the USA.  The v i e w s  of individual  
authors do not  neces sarily reflect the views of  GAREE, though they are 
s e l e c t e d  w i th the i n t en t ion o f  prov i d ing r e l iab l e  ins i g h t  i n t o  the 
rel igious  s ituat ion in Eas tern Europe. 
OPREE arose out of the acute need for reliab le interpretat ion of  
current rel igious developments in  Eas tern Europe. I t  was  mandated by 
GAREE a s  a veh i c l e  f o r  the d i f fu s ion o f  inform a t ion , a n a ly s i s ,  and 
evaluation a imed at promotion of unders tanding among the leadership of 
i 
the churches in the USA and Canada. After the appearance of the firs t  
:;.ssue it  became evident that such informat ion i s  a l s o  sought i n  aca­
demic circles ,  as was evident from the responses of scholars and later 
by the number of library subscriptions.  
OPREE s e e k s  to pub l i s h  ana l y t i c a l  and inform a t ive art i c l e s  o f  
various leng t h s  on the  re l ig i ous s i tuat ion i n  the U S S R  and E a s t e rn 
Europe. I t  seeks primarily scholarly approache s ,  though it  will  also  
publish impress ions of observers , part i c ipan t s ,  and  o f f i c i a l s  whi ch 
may not follow a scholarly method. There will  be no discrimination in 
regard to the ideologica l ,  political,  or rel igious bias or affi liation 
of the author, though purposive misinformation has no place in OPREE. 
Truth can be served only i f  it is approached from many perspect ives. 
OPREE endeavors to present both i s sues of rel igious l iberty and 
of peace w i t h  j u s t i c e  as they r e l a t e  to E a s t e rn Europe.  One c annot 
promise any artificial balance because papers are pub l ished as various 
authors write them. However, OPREE sha l l  not consciously narrow the 
focus only to the violat ions of religious l iberty and on dissenters o r  
on ly o n  ecumen i c a l  r e l a t ions  w i th o f f i c i a l  church e s ,  o r  o n l y  t o  t h e  
peacemaking activities of such organizations as  the Prague Christian 
Peace Conference. OPREE will  be a vehicle of  express ion for a d iver­
s i t y of views  and c onc erns.  It  i s  the  ed i t or i a l  conv i c t ion that 
religious people need not be a s ingle-concern people,  but can concur­
rently promote a number of crucial values. 
So far , the respon s e  of the s ch o l a rly  commun i t y  in t e r m s  o f  
writ ing OPREE art icles has been nothing short o f  astonishing. I t  i s  
impo s s ib l e  t o  provide  sys tema t i c  c overage o f  a l l  c oun t r i e s  and a l l  
churches in E a s t ern Europ e ,  a l though i t  i s  our a i m  not  t o  l eave any 
out.  Often it  i s  very hard t o  find people ab l e  o r  w i l l ing to wri t e  
about cer t a i n  coun t r i e s  o r  church e s , wh i l e  i t  i s  e a s i e r  t o  prov i d e  
qu i t e  a few a r t i c l e s  o n  o ther coun t r i e s  ( e . g. ,  o n  E a s t  Germ any and 
Hungary, most ly writ ten by Protes tants).  I t  i s  the editor's intention 
to provide as wide a coverage as pos sible and--while  such coverage may 
not be evident immed iately--in due time such a variety will  manife s t  
i t s e l f  on t h e  p a g e s  o f  OPREE. Sugge s t i on s  w i th regard t o  p o t en t i a l  
authors and ways o f  reporting are always welcome. From t ime t o  time,  
we may be  ab l e  to pre s ent--in add i t ion t o  w r i t ings of We s t ern ob­
servers- -both persona l and "official" essays by Eastern Europeans.  It 
is hoped that  the s e  w i l l  a l l  shed l ight on a t o p i c  w h i ch i s  bot h  
important and difficult. 
Paul Moj zes , editor 
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